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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1 . (Currently Amended) A commodity sales system managing at least a commodity 
for sale in a first store and a commodity for sale in a second store, and comprising: 

a coord i nate product coordination database storing at least coord i nat e coordination 
information ef -associating a first commodity for sale in the first store combin e d with a second 
commodity for sale in the second store; and 

a first terminal at the first store for introducing both the first commodity and the second 
commodity to a customer in the first store, where after the first commodity is selected the second 
commodity is identified for the introducing based on the first commodity and the coordination 
coordinat e information associating the first commodity with the second commodit y stored in th e 
coordinat e databas e. 

2. (Currently Amended) The commodity sales system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the first terminal displays a coord i nat e coordination image corresponding to the 

coordinat e coordination information, including an image of the first commodity combined with an 
image of the second commodity. 

3. (Currently Amended) The commodity sales system according to claim 2, 
wherein the coord i nat e coordination information comprises background information, and 

the first terminal displays the coordinat e coordination image on a background image 
corresponding to the background information. 
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4. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 1 , 

wherein the first terminal records coupon information available when the customer 
purchases, in the second store, the second commodity introduced by the first store, into a 
predetermined recording medium. 

5. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 4, 
wherein the coupon information comprises discount information of the second 

commodity. 

6. (Currently Amended) Th e commodity sa le s syst e m accord i ng to cla i m 5, furth e r 
compris i nq: A commodity sales system managing at least a commodity for sale in a first store 
and a commodity for sale in a second store, and comprising: 

a coordination database storing at least coordination information of a first commodity for 
sale in the first store combined with a second commodity for sale in the second store; 

a first terminal for introducing both the first commodity and the second commodity to a 
customer in the first store, based on the coordination information stored in the coordination 
database; and 

a commodity database storing commodity information of at least the second commodity, 
including discount information applied when the customer purchases the second commodity 
based on the introduction by the first store, 

wherein the first terminal records coupon information available when the customer 
purchases, in the second store, the second commodity introduced by the first store, into a 
predetermined recording medium, 

wherein the coupon information comprises discount information of the second 
commodity, and 

wherein the first terminal generates the coupon information referring to said commodity 
database. 

7. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 4, further comprising: 
a second terminal which reads the coupon information recorded in the recording 

medium, and executes sales processing for the second commodity according to said coupon 
information. 
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8. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 7, further comprising: 
a commission management apparatus which receives, from the second terminal, a sales 

notification indicative of the sales processing according to the coupon information when the 
second terminal executes the sales processing for the second commodity according to the 
coupon information, and executes commission payment processing to be paid from the second 
store to the first store, based on said sales notification. 

9. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 8, 

wherein the second terminal acquires an amount of the sales commission based on 
predetermined commission information included in the coupon information, and notifies the 
commission management apparatus of the sales commission together with the sales notification. 

1 0. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 8, further comprising: 
a commodity database storing commodity information of at least the second commodity, 

including a sales commission to be paid from the second store to the first store, when the 
customer purchases the second commodity in the second store based on the introduction by the 
first store, 

wherein, on receipt of the sales notification, the commission management apparatus 
acquires the sales commission referring to the commodity database. 

1 1 . (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 4, 

wherein the first terminal outputs a form on which the coupon information is printed. 

1 2. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 1 1 , 

wherein, when the customer purchases the first commodity in the first store, the first 
terminal executes sales processing for the first commodity. 

13. (Original) The commodity sales system according to claim 11, 

wherein the first terminal prints out the coupon information on a receipt corresponding to 
the sales processing for the first commodity. 

14. (Currently Amended) A terminal employed in a first store, comprising: 

an acquisition section acquiring coordinat e coordination information ef -associatinq a first 
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commodity for sale in the first store comb i n e d with a second commodity for sale in a second 
store; and 

a display section displaying to a customer in the first store a coord i nat e coordination 
image corresponding to the coordinat e coordination information, the coordination image 
including an image of the first commodity combined with an image of the second commodityrto 
a custom e r in th e f i rst stor e. 

15. (Currently Amended) The terminal according to claim 14, 

wherein the acquisition section acquires the coordinat e coordination information from a 
database storing the coordinat e coordination information via a predetermined communication 
line. 

16. (Original) The terminal according to claim 14, further comprising: 

a recording section which records coupon information available when the customer 
purchases, in the second store, the second commodity introduced by the first store, into a 
predetermined recording medium. 

17. (Currently Amended) A commodity sales method managing at least a commodity 
for sale in a first store and a commodity for sale in a second store, and comprising th e st e ps of : 

acquiring coord i nat e coordination information ef- associating a first commodity for sale in 
the first store comb i n e d w ith a second commodity for sale in the second store, by use of a first 
terminal employed in the first store; and 

using pres e nting the coord i nat e coordination information of the first commodity for sale in 
the first store comb i n e d with to present, to the user on the first terminal in the first store, 
information about the second commodity for sale in the second store , to th e custom e r i n th e first 
stor e by us e of th e first t e rm i na l. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The commodity sales method according to claim 1 7, further 
comprising th e st e p of : 

recording coupon information available when the customer purchases, in the second 
store, the second commodity introduced by the first store, into a predetermined recording 
medium by use of the first terminal. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The commodity sales method according to claim 1 8, further 
comprising th e st e p of : 

reading the coupon information recorded in the recording medium, and executing sales 
processing for the second commodity according to said coupon information, by use of the 
second terminal employed in the second store. 

20. (Currently Amended) The commodity sales method according to claim 19, further 
comprising th e st e p of : 

when the second terminal executes the sales processing for the second commodity 
according to the coupon information, receiving from the second terminal a sales notification 
indicative of the sales processing according to the coupon information, and executing 
commission payment processing to be paid from the second store to the first store based on 
said sales notification, by use of an upper-level apparatus connected to the second terminal. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A recording medium for storing a program executed in a 
terminal employed in a first store, the program compr i sing performing a process, the process 
comprising : 

acquisition processing which acquires coordin a te coordination information of -associating 
a first commodity for sale in the first store combin e d w ith a second commodity for sale in a 
second store; and 

display processing which displays to a customer in the first store a coord i nat e 
coordination image corresponding to the coord i nat e coordination information, the coordination 
image including an image of the first commodity combined with an image of the second 
commodit y, to a custom e r i n th e first stor e. 

22. (Currently Amended) The recording medium for storing the program according to 
claim 21, 

wherein the acquisition processing acquires the coordinat e coordination information from 
a database storing the coord i n a t e coordination information via a predetermined communication 
line. 

23. (Original) The recording medium for storing the program according to claim 21 , 
further comprising: 
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recording processing which records coupon information available when the customer 
purchases, in the second store, the second commodity introduced by the first store, into a 
predetermined recording medium. 

24. (New) A method of electronic inter-store referral of commodities, comprising: 
at an original store, receiving human-inputted electronic information identifying a first 

commodity selected by a customer or clerk and offered for sale at the original store; 

using the human-inputted electronic information identifying the first commodity to 
automatically identify, from among commodities offered at different stores, a second commodity 
offered for sale in an introduced store; 

at the original store, electronically displaying information about the identified second 
commodity; and 

at the original store, causing generation of a record indicating that the original store has 
referred the customer to the introduced store. 

25. (New) A method according to claim 24, further comprising using the record to 
provide a discount to the customer when the customer purchases the second commodity at the 
introduced store. 

26. (New) A method according to claim 24, further comprising using the record to 
provide a reward to the original store when the customer purchases the second commodity at 
the introduced store. 

27. (New) A method according to claim 24, wherein the first and second commodities 
are products designed to be worn by customers, and where the displaying comprises displaying 
a depiction of the first commodity together with the second commodity. 
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